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Lessons learned: 
Barriers towards HIV Vaccine 

Acceptance as it translates to COVID-
19 vaccine acceptance amongst 

adolescents



COVID-19 stats in SA



COVID-19 Vaccination in SA



HIV and Youth

Southern Africa has the highest HIV prevalence in the world, with 
young people disproportionately affected.

Adolescents and young adults account for one-third of incident HIV 
infections in South Africa.

Girls and young women are particularly at risk, with nearly 2,000 
young women acquiring HIV every week.



SOWETO



Key Barriers to Vaccine Acceptance

Context matters!!!

High rates of unemployment with basic needs not met.

COVID-19 and HIV are at the bottom of youth priorities.





The AYAZAZY Study

AYAZAZI (meaning ‘Knowing Themselves’ in Zulu) was a 
youth-centred, multi-site, interdisciplinary, prospective 
cohort study.

Focused on HIV prevention among 352 adolescents and 
young adults aged 16-24 years. 

Youth residing in Soweto and Durban, who reported HIV-
negative or unknown status at enrolment.

Participants followed-up for up to 18 months

 Retention rate of over 90% 



AYAZAZI Youth Engagement
AYAZAZI was guided by a youth engagement framework:
• prioritizes youth-friendly spaces

• provides opportunities for young people to be meaningfully involved in all steps of the research process

Participants contribute feedback regarding their study experience and offer suggestions to
improve study procedures.

•AYAZAZI hires, trains, and supports youth to serve as integral members of the research team.

•Adult-ally team members aim to model equitable partnerships throughout the research process.



Youth Engagement as a framework for 
HIV prevention among young people

 Recognise the rights of young people to 
participate in decisions that impact their lives.

 Acknowledge the skills young people have and 
can contribute.

 Young people are recognised as valuable 
stakeholders in creating policies, research 
questions, programmes and environments that 
will affect them or be utilised by them.

References: Cahil, 2007, Flicker et al., 2008



Youth Engagement in Action

Employ young people 

Youth Engagement Committee (YEC)

Youth-friendly study lounge 

Youth-friendly communication tools

Engagement with Adolescent 
Community Advisory Board (ACAB)



Willingness to 
participate in HIV 
vaccine trials

WTP
• Safety and trust 
• Personal gain
• Personal cost
• Altruism
• Social approval
• Financial factors
• Convenience

Facilitators
• Free medical care (93.3%)
• Benefits of HIV vaccines (92%)
• Guaranteed safety (90.54%)  

Barriers
• Prospect of losing one’s job as a 

result of participation (73.34%)



Key Lessons

Community engagement (Engage, Engage and Engage again!) 
alongside vaccine development, testing and rollout.

Engage key stakeholders and influencers (including parents and 
youth)

Know the context – what works in one area might not work in 
another.
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